
Appendix 2 

 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 

Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 

 

1.0 Purpose of Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the activity of the 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB.  

2.0 Board Meeting Update  

2.1 The Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board met on the 2nd 
September 2021, chaired by the Board’s Vice Chair Cllr J. Lister. The Board 
looked at the following agenda items:  

 Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP): The Board received a 
presentation on Cumbria’s BSIP. Members fed back to officers on issues 
such as ticketing which the Senior Manager commited to communicating 
to the operators. Members also raised with officers the need for 
improvements in connectivity to assist workforce and areas where high 
vacancies are found.   

 CFRS Inspection outcomes and improvement: The Chief Fire Officer 
provided an update on the delivery of how CFRS have responded to the 
COVID – 19 thematic inspection. Members were pleased to see that the 
inspection found the service had adapted and responded effectively to the 
pandemic, continuing to respond to emergencies while giving the 
additional support to the community. The Chief Fire Officer committed to 
providing associated action plans. 

 Waste policy and strategy: Members received a briefing regarding 
emerging policy and subsequent impact. The Board requested details on 
Plastic Tax, garden waste collections and the impact on communities 
given different levels of service offered around the county; accepting that 
this is a district council function.  

 Independent Planning review: Following the presentation of the 
Planning Advisory Service’s independent review regarding a s73 planning 
application to the board, it was proposed by a member that the item 
remain on the agenda so that the Board could oversee and be assured 
that the learning points and improvements are being implemented. This 
will therefore be a regular item at Communities and Place Scrutiny 
Advisory Board, with an interim report being brought in November.  



 
 

3.0 Conclusion 

 

3.1 Thanks are given to Cllr J Lister for chairing the Scrutiny Advisory Board in 

September.  

 

3.2 The Board has scrutinised key areas of focus, as above.  

 

3.3 The next Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board is scheduled to 

take place 10am 22nd November 2021  

 

Chair: Councillor Stan Collins  

November 2021 


